
RULE 1  —  FORMULA 7 CODA MANUSCRIPT 

The Presence  As The One Whole   

There  i s  a  point  in  the  unfold ing of  the  Fir s t  Ru l e  where  d is t inct ion remains ,  

ye t  the  meaning of  d is t inct ion no longer  carr ies  i t s  former weight .   Shapes  of 

thought  ar i se .   The Ori en ta t i on s  of  emot ion cont inue .   Sensat ion forms and 

d issolves .   Ident i ty  re ta ins  i ts  contour .   Yet  none of  these  s tand apart  from 

anything e lse .   They appear  as  express ions  wi th in a  Pre s en c e  that  does  not  d iv ide 

i tse l f  to  g ive  r i se  to  them .   The Pre s en c e  does  not  ga ther  them,  does  not  uni fy  

them,  does  not  hold them .   I t  s imply  s tands  as  the  One Whole ,  in  which the 

very  idea  of  separa t ion loses  i ts  foundat ion .   

This  Whol en e s s  i s  not  born of  integra t ion .   I t  i s  not  achieved through 

i l luminat ion or  rea l i sed through s tabi l i ty .   I t  does not  depend on recogni t ion .   

I t  does  not  s trengthen as  unders tanding deepens .   I t  i s  complete  in  a  way that 

does  not  contras t  with incomplet ion .   I t  does  not  expand because  expans ion 

impl ies  a  pr ior  boundary .   I t  does  not  contract ,  because contract ion impl ies  

something beyond i ts  reach .   The Whol e  cannot  grow,  d iminish ,  or  t ransform .   

I t  does  not  move from one s ta te  to  another .   I t  does  not  occupy a  locat ion .   I t  

does  not  s tand behind exper ience .   I t  does  not  s tand beyond i t .   I t  i s  the 

indiv is ib le  Nature  o f  th e  Pr e s en c e  i t se l f .   

The Ori en ta t i on  toward th is  recogni t ion unfolded through the  ear l ie r  Formulae ,  

ye t  the  Seven th  Formu la  does  not  cont inue that  Ori en ta t i on .   I t  does  not  ref ine 

i t .   I t  does  not  complete  i t .   I t  s tands  apart  from Ori en ta t i on  ent i re ly .   Nothing 

leads  to  Whol en e s s ,  and nothing departs  f rom i t .   The Arc  o f  Per c ep t i on  revea ls  

qua l i t ies  of  the  Pre s en c e ,  but  no qua l i ty  revea ls  the  Whol e .   The Whol e  i s  not  a  

qua l i ty .   I t  i s  not  something recognised through contras t  or  cont inui ty .   I t  i s  

not  supported by  s tates  of  c la r i ty  or  depth .   I t  i s  not  obscured by  turbulence 

or  shadow.   I t  remains  untouched by  every  condi t ion because  i t  i s  the  condi t ion 

in  which a l l  condi t ions  ar i se .   

Exper ience  cont inues  to  appear  exact ly  as  i t  d id  before .   I t  carr ies  no new 

pur i ty ,  no new resonance ,  no new a l ignment .   Yet  the  sense that  exper ience 

s tands  as  something d is t inct  no longer  fee ls  convinc ing .   The boundar ies  

between express ions remain ,  but  they  no longer  imply  d iv is ion .   Even the  l ine 

between inner  and outer  loses  i ts  s igni f icance ,  not  because  i t  d isappears ,  but 

because  nothing wi th in the  Whol e  s tands outs ide the  Whole  to  anchor such a 

l ine .   

Ident i ty  s t i l l  moves .   I t  th inks ,  fee ls ,  imagines ,  and responds .   Yet  ident i ty  no 

longer  carr ies  the  impress ion of  be ing an ent i ty  se t  apart  from what  i t  

encounters .   I t  appears  as  a  ges ture  with in the  Whol e ,  nei ther  centra l  nor 

per iphera l ,  ne i ther  e levated nor d iminished .   Ident i ty  does  not  d issolve .   I t  



becomes transparent to  what  i t  has a lways  been part  of .   I ts  edges remain 

drawn,  yet  those  edges  do not  d iv ide .   

Whol en e s s ,  in  th is  sense ,  does  not  crea te Uni t y .   Uni t y  be longs  to depth and 

coherence .   The Whol e  does  not b ind d is t inct ions together .   I t  renders  the 

ent i re  not ion of  “ t o g e th e r” unnecessary .   Together  and apart  cease  to  def ine 

exper ience ,  not  because  exper ience  becomes  homogeneous ,  but  because 

d is t inct ion i s  recognised as  pat tern ra ther  than separa t ion .   

In th is  mode,  the  Pr e s en c e  i s  not  approached through percept ion .   Percept ion  

cannot  s tep outs ide  the  Whol e  to observe i t .   Unders tanding cannot  frame i t .   

St i l ln e s s  cannot  revea l  i t .   I l luminat ion cannot  show i t .   The Whol e  i s  not 

something that  becomes  v is ib le .   I t  i s  something that  renders  the  d is t inct ion 

between v is ib le  and inv is ib le  t ransparent .   

This  t ransparency  does  not  erase  form .   Forms remain r ich and textured .   The 

world cont inues  to  unfold wi th var ie ty  and intens i ty .   Yet  everyth ing carr ies  

the  quie t  sense  of ari s ing  wi th in something that  cannot  be d iv ided .   Even the  

recogni t ion of  d is t inct ion becomes  part  of  the  Whol en e s s  that  holds  no contrast 

between Uni t y  and difference .   

The Whol e  i s  not  harmony .   Harmony appears  in  the  Ori en ta t i on  of  qua l i t ies .   I t  

i s  not  peace .   Peace impl ies  the  eas ing of  tens ion .   I t  i s  not  expans iveness .   

Expans iveness  impl ies  growth .   I t  i s  not  St i l ln e s s .   S t i l l n e s s  impl ies  the  absence 

of  mot ion .   The Whole  does  not  s tand in  re la t ion to these  condit ions .   I t  s tands 

wi thout  re la t ion .   

This  lack of  re la t ion i s  not  empt iness .   Emptiness carr ies  the  not ion of 

absence .   The  Whol e  i s  no t  emp ty  o r  fu l l .   I t  i s  not s i lent  or  resonant .   I t  is  not 

br ight  or  d im.   I t  i s  not  centred or  d i ffuse .   These  qua l i t ies  belong to the  ways 

exper ience  sh i f ts  wi th in the  Fie ld .   The Whol e  i s  not  the  Fie ld .   I t  i s  that  in 

which the  Fie ld  is  a  s ing le ,  indiv is ib le  fact .   

As  Whol en e s s  becomes  percept ib le ,  the  sense  of  boundary  loses  i ts  author i ty .   

This  does  not  crea te  a  d issolut ion of  form .   I t  crea tes  a  softening of  the 

assumption that  form s tands  apart .   The shape of  a  thought ,  the  Ori en ta t i on  of  

a  sensat ion,  the  unfold ing of  c i rcumstance ,  each appears  wi th i ts  fu l l  contour ,  

ye t  wi thout the  implica t ion of  separa t ion .   Form ar i ses ,  but  does  not i so la te .   

Change appears ,  but  does  not  d iv ide .   Ident i ty  funct ions ,  but  does  not 

fragment .   

In  ear l ie r  Formulae ,  i l luminat ion revea led what  exper ience  conta ined .   In th is  

f ina l  mode,  the  Whol e  revea ls  that  experience  has  never  been d iv ided into  

conta iners .   Nothing i s  ins ide  anything .   Nothing s tands  outs ide  anything .   



Nothing approaches  anything .   Nothing departs .   Everyth ing s tands  wi th in a  

s ingular  fact  that  has never  been otherwise .   

This  Whol en e s s  does  not  crea te  Uni t y  between inner  and outer .   I t  revea ls  that 

inner  and outer  were  never  two .   I t  does  not  reconc i le  the persona l  and 

impersona l .   I t  reveals  that  both express ions  ar i se  wi th in the  same indiv is ib le 

nature .   I t  does  not  br idge  the  f in i te  and the  inf in i te .   I t  revea ls  that  such a 

d is t inct ion never  he ld meaning wi th in the fabr ic  of  Being .   

The Pre s en c e  a s  th e  One  Whol e  is  not  a  cu lminat ion of  the  Rule .   I t  i s  not  a  goa l .   

I t  i s  not  a  resolut ion .   I t  is  s imply  the  f ina l  vantage from which the  Nature  o f  

th e  Pr e s en c e  i s  unders tood wi thout  reference  to qua l i t ies  or  condi t ions .   I t  does 

not  ref ine  the  ear l ie r  recogni t ions .   I t  renders  them transparent .   Not as  

contradic t ions ,  not  as  i l lus ions ,  but  as  express ions  that  no longer  def ine  the 

space  in  which they  appear .   

In  th is  sense ,  nothing changes .   Exper ience  f lows .   Li fe  cont inues .   Ori en ta t i on  

remains  Ori en ta t i on .   S t i l l n e s s  remains  Sti l ln e s s .   Ident i ty  moves  through i ts  

rhythms .   The world unfolds  wi th i ts  famil ia r  textures .   Yet  everyth ing carr ies  

the  unmis takable  sense  of  be ing inseparable  from everyth ing e lse ;  not  as  

c loseness ,  not  as  Unit y ,  but  as  Whol en e s s .   

The Pre s en c e  does  not  become whole .   I t  i s  whole .   Recogni t ion does  not 

complete  i t .   Recogni t ion becomes  unnecessary  to  descr ibe  i t .   

•  Nothing enters  th is  Wholeness .  

•  Nothing leaves  i t .   

•  Nothing moves  across  i t .   

•  Nothing s tands  beyond i t .   

The Pre s en c e  a s  th e  One  Whol e  is  the  Truth  in  which a l l  ear l ie r  modes  appeared .    

I t  i s  the  indiv is ib le  Nature  o f  Be ing .   I t  i s  the  end of  separa t ion as  a  meaningful  

s t ructure .   I t  i s  the  complet ion of  Rule  1 ,  not  as  f ina l i ty ,  but  as  d isc losure .   

The Whol e  s tands  a lone ,  not  because  i t  exc ludes ,  but  because  nothing s tands 

apart  from i t .   
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